
Why are you receiving this newsletter?
You are receiving this information because you are a 
resident, occupant or landowner located near the proposed 
South Foothills Transmission Project. AltaLink wants your 
help in identifying the best location for the proposed new 
electricity transmission line and substations.

What does this project involve?
• one new double circuit transmission line approximately 

130-180 kilometres in length (depending on the final 
route) from south of Fort Macleod to north of High River

• an expansion of an existing substation on the Piikani First 
Nation or a new Windy Flats substation in the area south 
of Fort Macleod

• a new Foothills substation located in an area at the north 
end of the new transmission line

We want to provide you with:
• project details

• a project schedule

• a map of the project area

• information about how you can provide input
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South Foothills Transmission Project
New transmission line and substations

The routes in this map represent potential route options.  

If the project is approved, only one line will be built. Your input 

will help determine the best overall route.

Who is AltaLink? 
AltaLink owns the transmission system in the area and is seeking your input about this project.  
We are based in Alberta and own and operate approximately 11,800 kilometres of transmission lines and  
270 substations. We provide electric service to more than 85 per cent of Albertans and own the majority  
of the transmission system in central and southern Alberta.
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How can you provide input?
We will work with you to ensure your concerns are heard and understood and your questions are answered.  
We want your input so we can determine the best location for the proposed transmission line and substations. 
After the initial stage of consultation, we’ll use your input to refine route options and substation locations before 
additional consultation will occur. At the end of our consultation, AltaLink will select a preferred route for the 
transmission line and preferred locations for the proposed substations and will submit a Facility Application  
to the Alberta Utilities Commission for review and approval.

Contacting us directly

Phone: 1-877-767-4484 (toll free)  E-mail: ftps@altalink.ca

Attending open houses

Open house dates and locations in your area can be found in this newsletter. We will advertise the dates, times and 
locations in local newspapers and on www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca/satr. Project team members will be available at 
each open house to answer questions, provide information and gather your input.

Information centres

Information centres provide you with the opportunity to meet with project team members at convenient times. More 
details about the information centres including locations and hours of operation will be coming soon.

Engaging in personal consultations

If you are unable to attend one of 
the open houses listed on page three 
of this newsletter, and would like to 
discuss the project individually with an 
AltaLink representative, please contact 
us and we will arrange a time that’s 
suitable for you.
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Open houses
You’re invited... 
AltaLink strongly believes in the public consultation process and is seeking input from you. We’ll be hosting five 
open houses in various locations. AltaLink representatives will be there to provide information about the proposed 
project and answer any questions you may have. Please contact us if you have questions prior to the open house. 

Away for the winter?

It is important to us that you have the opportunity to provide input and have your questions answered. If you are 
planning to be away during the winter, please contact us directly so that we can arrange a time that is suitable for 
you. Our contact information is on the back of this newsletter.

What are the project details?
Substations

A substation contains major equipment used to regulate voltage 
and balance the power system, allowing electricity to be safely 
and efficiently transmitted and distributed to your community. 
Location areas for the new substations were identified by 
considering land use impacts, the location of proposed and future 
transmission lines and proposed local power generation facilities.

• Foothills Substation – The northern point of the proposed 
transmission line will connect to a new substation called Foothills substation. The location of the new substation will 
be identified after gathering information from stakeholders through the consultation process. We will also gather 
information through the consultation process of a future project that will connect to the substation from the north.

Monday, November 30 High River 4 – 8 p.m.
Highwood Memorial Center  
128-5 Avenue West

Tuesday, December 1 Fort Macleod 4 – 8 p.m.
Fort Macleod and District Community Hall  
307 25 Street

Wednesday, December 2 Vulcan 4 – 8 p.m.
Vulcan Cultural Recreational Centre  
504-4 Street South

Thursday, December 3 Claresholm 4 – 8 p.m.
Claresholm Community Centre  
59 Avenue and 8 Street

Friday, December 4 Nanton 4 – 8 p.m.
Nanton Community Memorial Center  
2204 18 Street

Substation similar to the ones being proposed.
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• New Windy Flats substation or expansion to existing Peigan substation – The southern point of the proposed 
transmission line will connect to a substation south of Fort Macleod. This could involve either the expansion of an 
existing substation on the Piikani First Nation, called Peigan, or a new substation in the area south of Fort Macleod, 
called Windy Flats.

Substation location areas were identified for each of the two new substations, but only one substation would be 
constructed in each of the southern and northern points. Please refer to the enclosed maps for the proposed 
substation location areas.

New transmission line

This project involves a new transmission line approximately 130-180 
kilometres in length. Starting at either the existing Peigan substation or a new 
substation located south of Fort Macleod the transmission line will continue 
north to the High River area.

The proposed transmission line will be energized at 240,000 volts (240 kV).

The new transmission line towers will be:

• double circuit

• steel lattice

• approximately 45 to 50 metres tall (147 - 164 feet)

• approximately 10 metres by 10 metres wide at the base (33 by 33 feet)

• spaced approximately 350 metres apart (1,148 feet)

• located on a right-of-way approximately 60 to 70 metres wide (197 - 229 feet)

A right-of-way refers to the strip of land required for the construction and 
operation of a transmission line. The right-of-way is subject to development 
restrictions to help ensure the safe operation of the transmission lines. Areas 
along the right-of-way may also be subject to some development restrictions. 

If this project is approved, the plan is to remove an existing 240 kV 
transmission line in the area, called 911L, after construction of the new line 

is complete. Please refer to the enclosed maps for the potential route options developed for this project. In the 
coming weeks, AltaLink will also be mailing you a photo map of your area to allow you to more easily identify 
your location in proximity to the potential route options.

Typical 240 kV double circuit tower similar to 
the tower being proposed. 
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How were potential route options 
identified?
When identifying route options, AltaLink 
takes several factors into consideration in an 
effort to find routes with the lowest overall 
impact. We’ve used these factors to generate 
preliminary route options to provide an 
opportunity for stakeholder engagement, 
assessment of impacts and further refinement 
of the options. 

We consider factors such as high residential 
density, environmental areas, irrigation systems, 
gas wells and future interconnections to other transmission developments.

We then identify areas and sites to follow such as established transmission lines, quarter lines or section lines. After 
identifying areas with a lower relative impact, preliminary route options are analyzed for constructability and cost.

What information do we need from you?
Your input is important to us in identifying the best route for this project. Some of the factors that help us 
determine the least overall impact route include:

• the number of residences within 150 metres  • environmental features

• other facilities such as well sites and buildings • agricultural operations

We understand that affected landowners, occupants and residents are best positioned to determine individual 
landowner impact. Input from affected landowners is very important to the process of selecting the best overall 
route or route alternatives. 

The table on page six describes in more detail the types of information we need from you to determine the best 
possible routes. If there are other factors you think we should take into consideration when determining routes, 
please let us know.
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Criteria Table
The table below lists the general criteria we take into consideration when identifying and refining potential routes 
and some examples of these criteria. Please let us know if you think there are other important criteria we should be 
considering when refining route options.

Criteria Examples
Agricultural • kilometres of agricultural land crossed

• presence of irrigation systems

Residential • number of residences within 800 metres
• number of residences within 150 metres

Environmental • proximity to wetlands, environmentally significant areas, native vegetation

Cost • factors contributing to cost include length of line, number of corner towers, land required

Electrical • reliability and reparability of the line

Visual • visual impact to residences, parks and recreational areas

Special considerations • electrical interference with radio transmitting stations and other telecommunication equipment

What is the project schedule?

November 2009 to  
January 2010

First stage of consultation – includes open houses, information centres and 
one-on-one consultations as requested by stakeholders

Winter to Spring 2010 Use stakeholder feedback to refine route options

Spring/Summer 2010
Second stage of consultation – includes open houses, information centres  
and one-on-one consultations with stakeholders on or adjacent to the  
potential routes

Fall 2010 File application with Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) for regulatory review
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Why is this project needed?
The Alberta Electric System Operator 
(AESO), an independent, not-for-
profit entity responsible for the 
safe, reliable and economic planning 
and operation of the Alberta 
Interconnected Electric System, has 
identified the need for the South 
Foothills Transmission Project in 
the Southern Alberta Transmission 
Reinforcement (SATR) project.

The AESO has identified the need to reinforce the transmission system in southern Alberta. Alberta’s electrical 
grid needs more capacity to allow power generated from new wind farm projects proposed throughout southern 
Alberta to reach consumers. New transmission lines are required to support this growth and collectively these 
projects make up the SATR.

The AESO filed the need for SATR in a formal application, known as a Needs Identification Document (NID) with the 
Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) in December 2008. The AUC is a quasi-judicial agency that ensures the fair and 
responsible delivery of our utility services. The AUC completed a public hearing in Lethbridge to review the need 
for these projects on June 22, 2009. The AUC approved the need on September 8, 2009. The AESO has directed 
AltaLink to determine potential route options from the Fort Macleod area to the High River area and potential 
options for substations. AltaLink will apply to the AUC to build the new line and substations.

The AESO has completed some preliminary planning for a related area development: the Foothills Area 
Transmission Development (FATD). The FATD will strengthen the transmission system in the Municipal District 
(MD) of Foothills and south Calgary to meet a steady increase in demand for additional power and connect power 
generated from new wind farm projects proposed throughout southern Alberta. The South Foothills Transmission 
Project will interconnect with this future transmission development to move power into the MD of Foothills and 
south Calgary.
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Who can you contact for more information?
To learn more about the proposed project you can contact:

AltaLink at 1-877-767-4484 (toll free)  
E-mail: ftps@altalink.ca

Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) at 1-888-866-2959 
E-mail: stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca

Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) at 780-427-4901 
(You can call toll-free by dialing 310-0000 before the number.)

Included in this Stakeholder 
Information Package:
• AltaLink in Southern Alberta 

• A Dialogue on Electric & Magnetic Fields

• Good Neighbours 

•  Public Involvement in Facility Applications to the 
Alberta Utilities Commission 

• AltaLink DVD: Meeting Alberta’s Electricity Needs

• AESO Need Overview

Thank you!
Your feedback is important to us. To learn more about 
AltaLink visit www.altalink.ca. To learn more about this 
project visit www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca/satr, or 
please contact us at the information listed below.

Visit us Online!
The AltaLink website www.albertaelectricityfuture.ca/satr has the most up-to-date project information, 
newsletters, a feedback section and more.

PLUS check out our interactive map which shows the potential route locations. The map will help you to find  
your location in proximity to the potential route options.


